Linear basal cell carcinoma: A distinct clinical entity.
The purpose of the study is to describe linear basal cell carcinoma (BCC) as a distinct clinical entity, and highlight its existence to the plastic surgery literature. A Medline and PubMed literature search was conducted, and 33 reported cases of linear BCC were analysed. Of these 33 cases, the most common site for linear BCC was the periocular region, accounting for 49% (n= 16). The most common histologic subtype, was nodular BCC, accounting for 50% (n= 17). Of the 33 reported cases the postoperative defect size was mentioned in five cases only. None of these would have been completely excised if a 2 mm margin was applied, and only one out of five if a 4 mm margin was applied. Linear BCC is a distinct clinical entity. Presence of the tumour along relaxing skin tension lines, increase in subclinical extension, and aggressive tumour behavior are reported observations. Because of these observations it is suggested that margin-controlled excision should be considered for linear BCC.